Mr. Helms

STAT | | had originally
thought that a single paper was to be prepared
STAT incorporating data assembled by]| land the

summary of the Security Committee report. | STAT
STAT returned the OS paper to indicating D
judgment that it should be s itted separately from

the material in the memorandum to Mr. Bhrlichman
which you sent on Tuesday. The attached was prepared
on the assumption you wish to send a second paper.

(signed) John W. Coffe¥
John W. Cotfey

19 AUG 1971
DD/S:JWC:maq
Distribution: )
Orig - DCI w/O & 3 ccys DD/S 71-'_3(1'_5_(_)_5‘{and O & 6 ccys DD/S 71-% 30? (by hard maq to Eliz)
1 - DD/S Subject w/ccy DD/S 71 ’ZZM and ccy DD/S 71,725_0_7
1 - DD/S Chrono :

DD/S 71-% Memo dtd 19 Aug 71 for DCI fr A-D/Sec, subj: Unauthorized
o Hisclosures in the News_,f\dedia
DD/S 71-% Proposed Memo dtd § § AUG 19 for Mr. John D. Ehrlichman fr
) Richard Helms, subj: Unauthorized Disclosures in the News Media
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19 Aug 191

MEMORANDUM FCR: Director of Central Intelligence

THROUGH : Deputy Dirsctor for Suppert

SUBJECT ¢! Unanthorized Disclosures in tha News Maddia

l. This memorandum suggests action on the part of the DCI;

such action is containad in paragraph 3.

2. Tha attached memorandum contains a gensral summary of
the USIB Sacurity Committee volume, "Urauthorized Disclosurse in
the News Media, " which was requested by David Young of the White
House last wesk., The summary was prepared by this Cffice pursuast
te your iustruction to the Diractor of Sacurity that the volume itself

not be relessod outaide the Agency.

3. It is recommendad that you sign the attached memerandwrn, .

Acting Director of Sacurity

Attachment
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MEMORARDUM FOR: Mr, John Db, Shrlichian
Spesinl Aesistant to the President
for Domostic Affairs

SUBIECT ¢t Unanthorizad Disclosures in the Naws Media

1 attack a summary of the USIE Jecurity Comanittee vebhune,

"Unautherized Disclosures in the News Miedis ' as revnested by

fichard Helms
Pirvacter

Mr. David Young last wask,

Attachmant
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SECR

SUBJECT: Unasuthorized Disclosures In the Nows Media

ORIGINATOR:

1 9 AUG 1971

Drate

Acting Director of Security

CONCURRENCE;

(s8lgned) John W. Gorgey 39 AUG 171

John W, Coffey Date
Deputy Director
for Sapport

Distritution
Orig & 1 -Adse
1 -DCI
! ~DBCI
1 -ER
(2-op/s
1 ~AD Sacurity

SEGRET
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SUBJECT: Unauthorized Disclosures in the News Media

1. Ths problem of unauthorized disclosares in the news
media has basn & source of serions concern to tha intelligencs
community for ths past decade and to the Diractor of Cantral
Intalligence, who le charged with the respousibility for the
protection of intelligence sourcas and methods under thoe
aunthority of the Natioaal Sscurity Act of 1947,

2, Recently, thers has been a sharp increass in the
aumbs r of unauthorized disclosurss, especially in tha fields
of compartmented intelligenca. During this psricd the great-
est number of leaks originatsd with reporters whose articles

appesred in The Washington Post and The New Yerk Timses.

3. As a result, in 1970 the matter of unauthorized
disclosuras in the news media was the subject of a thorough
re-axamination by the Security Committes of the United Statas
Intslligence Board. The Security Committes subsaquently
originated a mechanism whereby immediats invastigation of
ananthorized disclosures was accomplished only to find, as in
the past, that the documents iavolved had baen so widaly dis-
ssminated that invastigation and interviews with the recipients
of the classified sourcs matarial remainad a fruitless task,
Fuarther, successful {nvestigation of th: sources of such dis-
closurss was again severely circumscribad by the implications
involved in possible chargas that the Unitoed States Goverament
was investigating the news media.

GROUP 1
Excladed from autamadic
downgrading and
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4. As in the past, it was the unanimous conviction of
the Chairman and the Members of the Security Committee that
effactive corrective action in the area of unauthorized disclosures
could be implemented by:

a. the Security Comunitiee belag suthorised to
condurt complete inventigations which would lesd to
the ldentity of & person or persons responeible for
an vnauthorized Haclosure;

b, taking sppropriate disciplinary action in 2
just, clear, and definite manner which would demon-
strate the axtrame seriocusncss with which unasthorized
dizclosures are viewed, and most impertantly,

¢. bringiag the prestige and the power of the
Gffice of the President to bear on the problem.

5. On the 21st of December 1970 President Nixon outlined
in & memsorandarm sent to the Director and other addressees, his
concera ever the increasing proliferation of sensitive intelligence
dats through the news media,

6, The President, noting the statulery responsibilities
of the Divector of Central intelligence for the protection of
intslligence sources and methods, charged him with providiag
guldanes in this field, especially through the machinery of the
intslligence commmunity. Subsequently, the DCI, a» a resailt
of discussions held in executive session on 22 April 1971 withia
the framework of the United States Intelligence Board, immediately
promuigatad agresd upes “Cuidance Coverniag Diaclosures of
Classified Intelligence, ' which had aleo received the concurrence
;ﬂ";:i sddressess of the President's memorandum of 21 December

7. In s companien report to the President, Mz, Helms
mmumm&mwwmmmw&

make particular efforts to assure that in the case of releases
of sensitive and specially-compartmentad intelligence the

-a-

Approved For Release 2003§§GH.EJ;A-RDP84-00780R004300060041-6




Approved For Release 2003/05§EcﬁﬁRDP84-00780R004300060041-6

appropriate member of the community he consulted as to potenzial
damage and that he was reguesting perlodic reports from ther: on
rmeasures taken within thelr respective agancies aad departments
to implement these goldelines,

8. Cn the 4th of Tuse 1971 the Director of Ceniral Tatelligence
set forth hs thoughts ia 3 memorandum to multiple addresneer of
 the iatelligence community wherein he expressed his growing con-
cern with the increasing resort to pudlic disclosure of classifier
information despite the Presideat's injuaction of 21 Dacember 1970
urgiag cautien in the public relerse of clansified dats. Mr. Helms
stated that the frequeacy of such dlsclosures had reached alarming
levels and furaished the addressees with & compendivm of twenty-
two 22} disclosures which had appeared in the presa ia little over
a four-month pericd-<-18 Yanusry through 27 May 1971, Mr, Helms
stressed that the flond of public disclosures of classified informa-
tion gives the U'SSE and other foreiga powers keen in=ights intc
the capabilities and limitations of our intelligence systens and
tends to uadermine the attitude towsard security at all lavels of
Ceoverament. He agaln requested the cooperation of she intellligence
comermaaity in eltmisating any further public disclosures which can
enly damage the U', 9. intelliyence posture,

naw
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4, As in the past, it was the unanimous conviction of
the Chairman and the Members of the Security Committee that
effective corrective action in the area of unauthorized disclosures
coﬁld be implemented by:

a. the Security Committee being authorized to
conduct complete investigations which would lead to
the identity of a person or persons responsible for
an unauthorized disclosure;

b. taking appropriate disciplinary action in a
just, clear, and definite manner which would demon-
strate the extreme seriousness with which unauthorized
disclosures are viewed, and most importantly,

c. bringing the prestige and the power of the
Office of the President to bear on the problem.

5. On the 2lst of December 1970 President Nixon outlined
in a memorandum prepared for the intelligence community and
including the Attorney General, the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of
Staff, and others, his concern over the increasing proliferation
of sensitive intelligence data through the news media.

6. The President, noting the statutory responsibilities
of the Director of Central Intelligence for the protection of
intelligence sources and methods, charged him with providing
guidance in this field, especially through the machinery of the
intelligence community. Subsequently, the DCI, as a result
of discussions held in executive session on“'Z?. April 1971 within
the framework of the United States Intelligence Board, immediately
promulgated agreed upon ''Guidance Governing ‘Disclosures of
Classified Intelligence, ' which had also receive&*ﬁc&he concurtrence
of all addressees of the President's memorandum of 21 December
1970. T

7. In a companion report to the President, Mr. ‘Helms
noted that he had asked the United States Board Principals‘to
make particular efforts to assure that in the case of releases
of sensitive and specially-compartmented intelligence the

-2 -

Approved For Release 2003/05/22EQ£‘EIDP84-00780R004300060041-6



STAT Approved For Release 2003/05/27 : CIA-RDP84-00780R004300060041-6

Next 2 Page(s) In Document Exempt

Approved For Release 2003/05/27 : CIA-RDP84-00780R004300060041-6



